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This legislation will also help to pre-

vent further litigation, additional eco-
nomic hardship in the region, and fur-
ther waste of taxpayer dollars. The bill 
does not affect existing environmental 
regulations in any way. 

In the last Congress, the House 
passed the previous version with a bi-
partisan overwhelming vote. 

I look forward to continuing to work 
with my colleagues during the 115th 
Congress passing this legislation into 
law. 

REFLECTING ON YESTERDAY’S HORRIFIC 
INCIDENT 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I want to reflect just 
briefly on the horrific incident that oc-
curred yesterday. It impacted so many 
friends and colleagues, and I certainly 
offer prayers for STEVE SCALISE and all 
those who were injured in that terrible 
incident. 

I offer my appreciation for the brav-
ery of the Capitol Police that pre-
vented many deaths from occurring 
with their heroic efforts of running to 
the sounds of the gun, even after the 
one officer being wounded, pulling her-
self up to prevent further injury and 
certainly fatalities. 

I also want to offer a call to replace, 
starting within this institution, on this 
floor, the attacks of hateful personal 
politics and resistance, and to replace 
that with respect, to return respect to 
this Capitol, to this floor, to our Na-
tion, to our communities, and cer-
tainly to our families. 

And I just pray to God that God—the 
Scripture talks about how God will 
take acts of evil and use them for good, 
and I just pray that the evil, the hor-
rific evil that was conducted yesterday, 
that this be an example that God will 
use that for good and that we replace 
the hateful rhetoric and resistance 
with respect. 
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RECOGNIZING NATIONAL 
CITIZENSHIP DAY OF ACTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. BARRAGÁN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the National Citi-
zenship Day of Action on June 17. 

I am a member of the Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus, but I am also the 
proud daughter of immigrants from 
Mexico. I understand how important 
citizenship is to families. 

When I was young, I remember 
watching my mother study for the 
exam. I would help ask her questions 
and make sure that she knew the his-
tory of this country so that she could 
pass, and I remember the day that she 
went in to take her exam and passed. It 
was a proud moment for our family. 

June 17 is a day to encourage not just 
our colleagues to support initiatives to 
make the citizenship process more ac-
cessible to millions of people who are 
pursuing the American Dream but also 
to go into communities and educate 

them about the importance of citizen-
ship. 

8.8 million people are eligible to be-
come citizens but have not yet begun 
the process, and 3.7 million of those are 
eligible for citizenship fee waivers. Be-
coming a citizen can cost over $700, and 
there are significant language and ac-
cess barriers for those who apply. I 
know my aunt had to take it five times 
because her English wasn’t good 
enough, and it took her some time. 

But I encourage those who can, to do 
it, to make sure that they can because 
legal permanent residents face an up-
hill battle to citizenship. 

My father was one who actually 
never became a citizen. My father was 
older, so I never really had an oppor-
tunity to ask him why he didn’t do it, 
but I see today the importance of it, es-
pecially in a day where immigrants are 
under attack, where more and more 
people who think they have a right to 
be here and have status here may do 
something that causes them to become 
deportable. 

It is so very important for people, 
who can become citizens, to take that 
opportunity to do it. It is really a gate-
way to voting, to employment, receiv-
ing benefits, and investing in our fam-
ily’s future. Citizens receive higher 
wages, greater economic opportunity, 
and full access to the equal rights that 
are fundamental to becoming an Amer-
ican. 

We should be promoting programs to 
ensure that these immigrants have the 
skills and the resources they need to 
learn, succeed, and give back to the 
communities they call home. Organiza-
tions like the Coalition for Humane 
Immigrant Rights in Los Angeles are 
working hard to make citizenship more 
attainable for everyone by providing 
free citizenship services. 

Again, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port these efforts on Saturday, June 17. 
Becoming a citizen is just the begin-
ning of the American Dream. 
RECOGNIZING YESTERDAY’S HORRIFIC INCIDENT 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. Mr. Speaker, I also 
want to take a moment to recognize 
what occurred yesterday. I actually 
play for the men’s baseball team on the 
Democratic side. I was practicing when 
we were called in and got word of the 
horrific news. And immediately, about 
5 minutes after hearing the initial 
news of just a shooting, we heard that 
a Member, one of ours, was shot, and 
we immediately went into prayer. 

And I have to take a moment to send 
my prayers to those who were im-
pacted because it is a big group, but 
also those who were shot, those who 
were on the field. Our hearts and pray-
ers go out to Representative STEVE 
SCALISE, Matt Mika, Zack Barth, and 
the courageous actions of the Capitol 
Police, Crystal Griner and David Bai-
ley. 

Every day that I come to the Capitol, 
I see the men and women who serve, 
who are there to protect us, who are 
there to make sure to keep us safe, and 
sometimes we take it for granted. 

So I wanted to take a moment to 
thank them all for their service. To-
night is the game at Nationals baseball 
field. I encourage everybody to come 
out. There couldn’t be a better reason. 
It is for charity, to really play tonight 
for our heroes, to play for a good cause. 
It would be a great thing to see a big 
showing. 

Last night, we had a bipartisan din-
ner where we had the two coaches from 
both sides of the aisle come out. Again, 
I want to stress this is not a partisan 
issue at all. This is a time where we 
come together, and we should remain 
united. 

It was a tough day yesterday for me 
and for many of us here on the Hill. 
Come out and show your support. We 
would love to see you there. 
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REFLECTING ON YESTERDAY’S 
HORRIFIC INCIDENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday, I indicated to all those who 
would ask that it was a day of reflec-
tion and prayer, to give comfort to 
those who needed to have comfort, and 
to reassert over and over again that 
when tragedy strikes, we are family. 

When tragedy strikes Americans 
from the East to the West Coast, to the 
North to the South, whether it be man-
made or natural disasters, hurricanes 
or tornadoes, terrible floods that we 
have experienced in different regions of 
the country, mass shootings, the hor-
rific loss of life of children in Con-
necticut, the tragic Sandy Hook story 
that will live forever, the Pulse Night-
club, Virginia Tech, Columbine, and 
places beyond, San Bernardino, that, in 
actuality, we recognize that we are, in 
fact, family. 

So I think it is important to raise up 
those who are still in the hospital, and 
the staff member who was released, in 
prayer, and to be able to explain to the 
American people how precious our de-
mocracy is. 

Before I do that, I do want to praise 
our Capitol Police, Officers Griner and 
Bailey, and I want to express my deep-
est prayers for Majority Whip SCALISE, 
who is a neighbor. Those of us in the 
southern region, Texas, Louisiana, Ar-
kansas, and beyond, we are neighbors. 
We have that southern thing going on. 
Texas might argue a little bit that 
they have got a little western thing 
going on, but we are neighbors. 
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So many of our constituents travel 
back and forth between Louisiana and 
Texas—particularly, my city of Hous-
ton—and we welcome them. We wish 
our deepest prayers and a hardy and 
speedy recovery for Majority Whip 
SCALISE, and we thank him for his serv-
ice to the Nation. 

We also recognize two that are 
wounded—a staff member and volun-
teer—who just came to be helpful. That 
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